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Uralla community leads shortlisting of local projects to be supported by New England Solar Farm 

A list of projects and local initiatives has been drawn up by an eight member committee from the local 

Uralla community to be funded as part of the New England Solar Farm project. 

UPC Renewables Australia is proposing to develop the New England Solar Farm across three separate 
solar fields located about six kilometres east of Uralla.  

Once fully constructed, the 600-800MW project is expected to produce enough clean, renewable 
electricity to power more than 250,000 typical NSW homes.  

As part of its proposal, UPC will support community projects by providing funding of $250 for every 
megawatt of power generating capacity installed at the New England Solar Farm, or around $150,000 
and $200,000 a year over the 25 year working life of the solar farm.  

As part of UPC’s ongoing consultation efforts, a Community Reference Group was established in August 

this year to investigate the concept, known as the Community Benefit Sharing Initiative, and develop a 

list of potential projects that could be funded via the initiative. 

The reference group includes local residents and business owners representing a range of demographics 

and interest groups.  

It was independently chaired by the Community Power Agency, a not-for-profit organisation that 

specializes in working with local communities and renewable energy projects. 

UPC Renewables Head of Solar Development Killian Wentrup said UPC would to be involved in the 

ownership and operation of the project for the long-term. 

“The New England Solar Farm will help Australia transition to a low carbon economy. It will make a 
significant contribution to an affordable and secure energy supply for the country,” Mr Wentrup said. 

“This Community Benefit Sharing Initiative was based on the principle that the Uralla community should 
also benefit from hosting solar developments. 

“It is important to us that the New England Solar Farm contributes to the local economy and becomes a 
valued long term part of the Uralla community. 

“That’s why we asked the community to help us design this initiative and a list of potential projects that 
could be supported by the solar farm, once it is approved and goes ahead.”  

The Community Reference Group recommended community projects such as a no interest loan scheme 
for energy efficiency measures, funding for education scholarships and schools as well as a community 
grants program.  

If the New England Solar Farm is approved the community would continue to be involved in the detailed 
design of the program including the governance arrangements to be put in place.  

Mr Wentrup said each project would undergo a feasibility assessment before receiving funding.  



 
 

2 
 

“It’s been a valuable exercise for us to work so closely with local residents, businesses and the council on 
this initiative,” he said.  

“We hope there continues to be strong community involvement with the next phase of the Initiative. 

“I thank every member of the reference group for their time and effort to guide us and help make our 
proposal the best it can be. 

“We’ve been talking to the community about the solar farm proposal for the past nine months.  

“We’ve held four community information sessions and we’ve been talking to the local land owners, their 
neighbours and local community leaders to hear their views, answer their questions and listen to their 
feedback to make the New England Solar Farm the best it can be.” 

The next community drop in session for the New England Solar Farm is being held from 6pm-8pm 
Thursday October 18 at the Uralla Bowling Club. More details about the Community Benefit Sharing 
Initiative will be presented. 

The Development Application for the New England Solar Farm is expected to be submitted to the NSW 
Department of Planning and Environment in November 2018. 

 

 

About UPC Renewables Group 

UPC Renewables Group is a leading worldwide renewable developer with more than 20 years of global 
experience pioneering and building world-class wind and solar projects. UPC formed companies have 
developed more than 3,5000 MW of operating wind and solar projects with an investment value of over 
USD 5 billion and has a development pipeline of more than 5,000 MW.  

UPC has a proven successful history of being an early entrant in the new markets with advanced 
technology and creative local business strategies, helping countries accelerate their renewable energy 
developments. UPC Renewables Group together with AC Energy, a subsidiary of multinational group 
Ayala Corporation, own UPC Renewables Australia. 

About AC Energy 

AC Energy is the energy platform of Ayala, one of the largest business groups in the Philippines. 

AC Energy is one of the fastest growing energy companies with over $1 billion of invested and 
committed equity in renewable and thermal energy in the Philippines and around the region.  

The company aspires to exceed 5GW of attributable capacity and generate at least fifty percent of 
energy from renewables by 2025. 

 

Media Contact: Anthony O’Brien 0407 264 727.  

 


